NOTES FROM THE ARRANGER

About ten years ago, [ was introduced to this song by one of my music education professors
and fell in love with it. While researching its origins, I found that sometimes it’s credited to
Embers McGee (1918), other times labeled a traditional North American folk tune, American
Indian tune, or a Canadian folk tune. It is often paired partner-style with a similar folk song,
Land of the Silver Birch.

Since Canoe Song is so short, 1 knew I’d have to write additional words and music when I
arranged it. With its heritage, I thought it would be fun to add a chant and, as 3 contrast to the
rhythmic chorus, add two flowing verses. I wanted my added words to reflect the Native
American philosophy of reverence for the earth: "The river, it greets us; the earth is our friend.
Our journey through water begins once again."

I hope you'll have fun teaching my new arrangement of a song that I believe every generation
should learn, sing and enjoy.
Ruth Morris Gray

OPTIONAL PERCUSSION

A Play 2X — meas. 5-12 (mf)
Play 2X — meas. 23-30 (mf) — repeat last meas. at meas. 31
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Play 3X — meas. 42-53 — layered entrances in the following order:
1st time — Rattle only (p), 2nd time — add Tom Tom (mp), 3rd time — add Low Drum and Shaker (mf)
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(My Paddle’s Keen and Bright)
For 2-Part voices, accompanied®
with optional percussion
Duration: ca. 2:15

Native North American Melody Original Words and Music by
RUTH MORRIS GRAY
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